
Sin and Salvation 
 

Evangelical Convictions 
     This is not just about what we believe and why we believe it  

but in WHOM we believe and what He has done. 
 
First we looked at The Word and then we spent some time on God       now: sin and salvation Let me state 
this again 

If God is very high and pure, then man’s condition is very serious.   
     Our knowledge and understanding of sin, Christ and salvation, and our Christian walk 
                  will be a reflection of our knowledge and understanding of God.   
     Thus, the more severe the understanding and depth of sin,  

         The more radical the cure will be needed.    Which makes the Cross all that more glorious. 
 
In 386 A.D. there was a man who was struggling with slavery to lust, and sins of dark forms. 
 But then God spoke to him one day through the book in scripture we will be looking at today and 
 Augustine stood from the pit of despair and death and became a changed man.  
In 1515 a religious man was struggling with understanding who God was and this turned to  

hatred toward God, because God seemed so distant and could not satisfy, and was religious in 
nature. But God spoke to him through the book in scripture we will be looking at today and he saw 
the grace of God.  Martin Luther said it was like walking through a doorway into paradise.  

In 1738 there was a holy man doing his best to appease God with his life style. He even started  
at his college, Oxford University, a group called “The Holy Club” for spiritual self-improvement. But 
the road was an uphill climb and he was failing. Then God spoke to him one evening in a small 
group Bible study as someone was reading out loud Luther's commentary on Romans, and in his 
journal he wrote that his “heart was strangely  warmed” and John Wesley changed.   As Ray 
Ortland states: “The man who'd tried to work for God's approval learned how to work with God's 
approval” 

 
Before we get into the passage let’s Pray     

We could read, but without your Spirit we will get nowhere, so move upon us as You did upon the 
first readers of this magnificent letter and open our hearts to truly know You today and may our 
hearts be strangely warmed.  

 
 
I want to ask a series of questions:   What is the greatest….? 
Book -give me the Sunday school answer  
Testament - New 
Book – Romans. The diamond on the ring of the Bible.   

Martin Luther: “This epistle is really the chief part of the New Testament, and is truly the purest 
gospel. It is not only that every Christian should know it word for word, by heart, but also that he 
should occupy himself with it every day, as the daily bread of the soul. We can never read it or 
ponder over it too much, for the more we deal with it, the more precious it becomes and the better 
it tastes.”                  Preface to the Epistle of Romans  1546 

Chapter - 3 
Paragraph  21-26  
     In the margin of Luther’s Bible 

“This is the chief point, and the very central place of the epistle, and of the whole Bible," 
                 Leon Morris, ‘possibly the most important single paragraph ever written.” 
 
Romans 1-3:20 summary 



       God has made Himself known, through creation, conscience, and the law.   
Bible confronts every single member of the entire human race with one accusation.  
What is the situation and accusation?  

"All, both Jews and Greeks, are under sin" (Romans 3:9).  
Sin is not just bad; it brings death, this is not about bad people becoming good.  
This book is not for bad people to become good, but dead people to come alive. 

The wrath of God has come because of our sin and we stand under His judgment. 
We are all guilty before God, our greatest righteousness amounts to nothing but death.  3:19-20 
this is what we call human depravity and the doctrine of universal sin  
1:18-3:20  1-3 says we cannot do it. 

 
It is like this, we can bring our good things before God   I hope this impresses you  
Objects on the table:   Romans in Greek   Hebrew       

  Beebs  ETS  Maranatha   Mission trips ESV study notes 
family connection             Missionary I support 

    TEDS MDiv  Pray for people  Sin bag 
 

If these are about my way of obtaining, making appeasement to God,  
                  hey God, look how good I am… 
Chapter 1-3 says…  Dump table 
 
As we will see in this passage in Romans, Paul in a similar passage says… 

Phil 3:7 But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. What is more, I consider 
everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I 
have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ and be found in Him, not having a 
righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ—the 
righteousness that comes from God and is by faith. 

Place little cross on empty table while quoting this verse. 

 
This table is all insufficient to save me, my own righteousness cannot do it.   
We need a way to be right with God.  
This is one thing that we cannot do, save ourselves.    
      This passages answers the question, How can a person be saved?  Saved from what?  
 Saved from myself and my struggle to attain God’s favor. 
 Ultimately saved from my sin- black bag. 

The wrath of God 1-3 and now the Righteousness of God 3:21 and following 
 
How do I get right with God? It is all here, every aspect is in this passage.   
      It is the core of Romans.  
In this passage is found the very salvation of man.   
Some of the greatest words are here.  It is loaded with theological words.   
How can I be declared right by God and brought into a right relationship with God? 
Let us read the greatest paragraph ever written. 

 

Let’s look at this one verse today. 
21     But now  

Romans 3:21 opens with 2 small words but with great epic power. 
 After the terrible predicament 1:18-3:20 God Himself intervenes  

and He provides what we could not attain.  
These words "But now" introduce an alternative we never would have thought up. "But now" shows 
that the gospel is different. It's a new way of thinking. It's different from our natural moral 
calculations. 



 
Righteousness from God 

      If you want to know the beauty of salvation you must know about the righteousness of God.   
It is the central theme of Romans in many ways. 
The about the righteousness of God (ROG) shows up many times in this paragraph (justify) 
 

           What is the ROG?  Three main aspects: 
- It speaks of who God is.  HE is just, true completely fair glorious and holy,  
          thus the ROG is a quality of God Himself. His R is the basis for salvation. 
 For people like Augustine He is the R to save. 
- It speaks of what God does.  As in this passage He comes to our rescue.   

It is the R that God shows.  He does the right thing and He rescues His people.  For 
people like Luther His R comes in grace. 

  - It speaks of how HE does it.  He give the believers the right status with Himself.                                           
   This is His free gift to the believer- it is the R from God – Phil 3:8. 
   For people like Wesley He is the R to save us not by our works. 
  Thus the ROG is a quality, activity and a gift from God Himself. 

 
The ROG is…God Himself in His saving activity to rescue from death all who believe and trust in Christ as 
He gives them the undeserved gift of being in right status before His eyes.   As we will see, this is by 
grace alone and received by faith alone. 

 
Apart from the law 

  The law failed to rescue us from sin.  You cannot get it by observing the law.   
 

The Law and the Prophets testify 
This message of God’s great love and salvation has always been true and now becomes 
so clear in Christ.  All of scripture points to the cross.    
John 5:39 “these scripture testify about Me”  

and all has been made know in the cross. 
 
Are you like… 
Augustine need The ROG because he was in the sludge of the cancer fatal to his soul – sin 
 Turn to the message of the cross and find life.  Turn over the table of sin in your heart 
 
Luther need The ROG because he was in the sludge of religion that was keeping him from God. 
         Turn to the message of the cross and find joy.  Turn over the table of religion in your heart  
 
Wesley need The ROG because he was in the sludge of self-righteousness tiring his soul. 
 Turn to the message of the cross and find freedom. 
  Turn over the table of self-effort in your heart. 
 


